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Mandated Reporters 

Teacher 

Instructional aide 

Teacher’s aide 

Classified employee of  any public school 

Certificated pupil personnel employee of  any 
public or private school 

Headstart teacher 

Any employee of  a county office of  education 
or CA Dept. of  Ed.; whose duties bring 

employees into contact with children on 
regular basis; and an employee of  a school 

district police or security dept. 

 



Mandated Reporting 

Reasonable suspicion is formed 
IF it is objectively reasonable for 

a person to entertain such a 
suspicion, based upon facts that 

would cause a reasonable 
person in a like position, drawing 

when appropriate on his or her 
training and experience to 

suspect child abuse. 



Welfare and Institutions Code 300 (a-j) 
Any child who comes within ay of the following descriptions is within the jurisdiction of the juvenile 

court which may adjudge that person to be a dependent child of the court. 

A.  Physical Abuse 

B.  Inability/negligent failure to supervise 

C.  Serious emotional damage 

D.  Sexual abuse 

E.  Severe physical abuse of  a child under 5 

F.  Causing the death of  another child 

G.  Child left without provisions for support 

H.  Minor freed for adoption 

I.  Acts of  cruelty 

J.  Prior abuse of  siblings 



Mandated Reporting Timelines 

By phone: 800-558-3665 or 209-558-3268, as soon as 
humanly possible after forming reasonable suspicion. 

In writing: On DOJ form 8572 within 36 hours of  making the 
phone call. 

Liability 

Any person who fails to report:  is guilty of  a 
misdemeanor punishable up to six months in jail 
punishable by fine up to $1000 or both and may 
be subject to civil damages. 

 

 



Reporting Sexual Abuse 

Any lewd touching or act engaged in with a 
child that is done with the intent of  arousing or 
gratifying the sexual desires of  either the 
person involved or the child. 

Reporting Neglect 

The extreme or persistent failure of  a person 
responsible for the child’s welfare to provide 
necessary food, clothing, shelter, medical care or 
supervision. 

Also coded as neglect are children/mothers 
who test positive for drugs at birth. 



Emotional Abuse 

The systematic diminishment of  a child. 

It may include verbal assault such as 
belittling, screaming, threats, or blaming. 

Caretaker Absence/Incapacity 

When a child has no appropriate 
caretaker or the parent is not able to 
take care of  the child because of  
the parent’s abilities. 

Law enforcement is usually involved. 



Mandated Reporting 

 No one can prevent you from reporting. 
You cannot delegate this to someone else.  
Reporter Remains Confidential. 

Non-accidental act that results in 
physical injury. 

Ex:  bruising, burning, biting, cutting, poking, twisting limbs, or torturing. 

Reporting Physical Abuse 



Interviewing Children at School 

Penal Code Section 11174.3(a) 

 “Whenever a representative of  a child 
protective agency deems it necessary, a suspected 
victim of  child abuse may be interviewed during 
school hours, on school premises, concerning a 
report of  suspected child abuse that occurred 
within the child’s home.” 

Don’t ask leading questions. 





Mandated Reporting 

The intake screener will either:  
Assign as an immediate response or assign for a ten 
day response or screen out with full documentation 

Child Welfare Investigation 

Substantiate abuse or neglect or make an 
inconclusive finding or determine report was 
unfounded. 

The emergency response worker may: 



Temporary Custody 

Social worker may take custody when 
there is: 

Immediate danger  

Immediate need for medical care 

Usually involves law enforcement 
under WIC 305 & 306 
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